
Digital Badging:
An Innovation in Education



What is a 
Digital Badge?

A digital badge is an 
electronic representation 
and recognition of skills, 
knowledge and abilities 

acquired by an individual. 

BADGE NAME
DESCRIPTION
CRITERIA
 ISSUER
 EVIDENCE
DATE ISSUED



Learner 
Controlled

Skills Based Verifiable Shareable Discoverable Interoperable

Competencies as currency Machine readable languageEvery person has a right to 
reach their full capacity.

All learning counts Democratization of opportunity

Modern Digital Credentials



Non-credit

• Informed by industry & employer needs, 
labor market tools such as Jobs EQ, and 
existing B & I training curricula 

• Offered in a Course Cluster Progression 
or Mastery Pathway Model

• Examples include CompTIA, Cost 
Estimator, Building Construction



Parallel to credit-bearing coursework
• Informed by internal student 

& faculty data 

• Supplements and enhances 
learning that occurs in 
courses

• Examples include 
Information Literacy, 21st 
Century Skills, & Internships











What are the 
STUDENT BENEFITS?

Student Self Marketing and Entry 
Into Industry

• Resume/Application/Email 
Attachments

• Social Media, Website, and Blog 
Postings

• With Potential for More Views

• Professional Networks/Learning 
Communities Sharing



Benefits for Business & Industry
• Third-party validation of candidate skill 

sets
• Ability to quickly differentiate between 

candidate skill sets when viewing a resume
• Ability to review completion criteria and 

evidence of candidate skill sets in badge 
meta-data

• Ability to enhance internal training 
processes and incentivize employee 
education



Benefits for Institutions

• ATTRACT more non-traditional 
students 

• ENGAGE students by making 
learning more transparent 

• Build CUSTOM CURRICULUM 
with the input of industry leaders

• Grant industry-recognized 
CREDENTIALS /CERTIFICATIONS

• DIGITAL BADGES drive cyber 
traffic to the institution







Opportunity-Ready Pathway

Mountain View Correctional Facility
Bangor Area Recovery Network
Human Relations course
Bridge Year Academy Students





Life-Ready: Self-Talk Podcast 
(Part 1)


