EXAMPLE ELIGIBILITY FOR PRIVATE FOUNDATION GRANTS

Philanthropic Foundations often have a page with information about Eligibility. This is an example:
Look for foundations that fit with your funding request. Often times there will be series of questions
that you need to answer to confirm your eligibility.

Eligible Organizations must be:

A. Tax Exempt: 501(c)(3) classified as 509(a)(1) or (2). The Foundation cannot make grants to
organizations classified as 509(a)(3)/private foundations.

B. Alighed with Davis Family Foundation's Giving Areas

The organization must have the primary purpose of Education, Health, or Cultural/Arts. Factors we
consider are board-approved mission and the majority of programs and services being dedicated to
the primary purpose.

Educational: Colleges, universities, and other accredited educational institutions are encouraged
to apply. Trustees will also consider requests from other educational organizations whose purpose
is to improve academic outcomes for Maine students, provided that they meet some or all of these
four criteria:

¢ The organization works directly with schools.

e The organization has certified teachers on staff or offers programming approved by certified
teachers.

e The organization has a formal curriculum with educational goals that connect to Maine
standards.

e The organization enhances learning by offering credit or certification.

Medical Organizations: Hospitals, clinics and medical research organizations are encouraged to
apply. Trustees will also consider requests from other health organizations for programs designed
to increase the effectiveness of medical care.

Cultural/Arts Organizations: Organizations whose customary and primary activity is to promote
music, theater, drama, history, literature, the arts or other similar cultural activities.

C. Located in a Geographic Priority Area (listed in order of priority): Southern Maine, other parts
of Maine, New England (project must impact Maine learners), Outside of New England (100% of
project must impact Maine learners)

D. Fiscal Sponsorships: Additional information is required at the time of application. Please
contact our team to begin this process early.

E. Returning organizations should confirm:

e Atleast 24 months have passed since the last approved grant for a medical or educational
applicant.



¢ Atleast 36 months have passed since the last approved grant for a Cultural/Arts applicant
e You have submitted a completion report for your last grant

e You have read our updated project guidelines around returning/repetitive grant requests

Note for governmental entities
All governmental entities should contact staff to confirm eligibility before applying.

Ineligible governmental entities: Cities, Towns, Public schools/RSUs

Project Guidance

*Apply within the application category that represents your organization's primary purpose.
Consider first your organization and its mission. Only after confirming eligibility should you then
begin to consider your approach for the proposal of your project. *

EXAMPLE OF A NARRATIVE FOR A PHILANTHOPIC FOUNDATION

Private Philanthropic Organizations each determine the rules for applying for funds. Often times
the “narrative” is broken into a series of questions and often have word limits. We often prepare
“white papers” about a certain topic and then use the content of the white paper to answer the
questions. The questions below are taken from a private philanthropic website’s grant portal.

Brief Project Summary (50-word limit)

Expected Results (150-word limit)

How will you achieve your expected results? (400-word limit)

How will you monitor progress of the project and what criteria will be used for measuring

effectiveness? (150-word limit)

Geographic Area Served by the project (50-word limit)

Number of people served

Explanation of the number of people served (50 word-limit)

Are there other organizations in your geographic area that have a similar initiative? If so,

what makes yours unique? (100-word limit)

What grade levels will be served?

10. How does the project “promote systemic change in education” or “provide innovative
programs to improve education”? (150-word limit).

11. Please provide literature, outcomes, statistics, or references to previous work or research
that supports your project. If necessary, an attachment can be uploaded in the “brief
supplemental material” on the attachment page (150-word limit).

12. What are other sources of income for this project, and if you don’t receive full funding, how
will this project be affected? (100-word limit).

13. What are your plans for long-term sustainability of both the project and the organizations?

(150-word limit).
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